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INTRODUCTION 

 Ethics: the study of right and wrong and how to 
tell the difference between them. Since "ethics" 
also means people's beliefs about right and 
wrong behavior, ethics can be defined as the 
study of morals. 

 Ethics, also known as moral philosophy, is a 
branch of philosophy that involves 
systematizing, defending, and recommending 
concepts of right and wrong conduct. 



MEANING OF ETHICS 

 "Ethics" originates from a Greek word, "ethica," 
whose root is "ethos." "Ethos" eventually came to 
mean a person’s "interior dwelling place," the 
"basic orientation or disposition of a person toward 
life." Ancient Greek philosophers, especially 
beginning with Socrates, became interested in this 
question about how how we should fashion our 
"ethos" in order to best succeed at life. This 
dimension of ethics is sometimes called "aretaic.".  
 

 



DEFINITIONS OF ETHICS 

 According to Richard Paul and Linda Elder of the 
Foundation for Critical Thinking, "most people confuse 
ethics with behaving in accordance with social 
conventions, religious beliefs, and the law", and don't 
treat ethics as a stand-alone concept. Paul and Elder 
define ethics as "a set of concepts and principles that 
guide us in determining what behavior helps or harms 
sentient creatures". 

 The Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy states that the 
word ethics is "commonly used interchangeably with 
'morality' ... and sometimes it is used more narrowly to 
mean the moral principles of a particular tradition, 
group, or individual 
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AREAS OF ETHICS 

 Major areas of study in ethics may be divided into 4 
operational areas: 

 Meta-ethics, about the theoretical meaning and 
reference of moral propositions and how their truth 
values (if any) may be determined; 

 Normative ethics, about the practical means of 
determining a moral course of action; 

 Descriptive ethics, also known as comparative ethics, is 
the study of people's beliefs about morality; 

 Applied ethics, about how moral outcomes can be 
achieved in specific situations 
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SOCRATES 

 



VIRTUES AND GOODNESS 

 Virtue ethics describes the character of a moral agent 
as a driving force for ethical behavior, and is used to 
describe the ethics of Socrates, Aristotle, and other early 
Greek philosophers. Socrates (469 BC – 399 BC) was 
one of the first Greek philosophers to encourage both 
scholars and the common citizen to turn their attention 
from the outside world to the condition of humankind. 

 Any person who knows what is truly right will 
automatically do it, according to Socrates. While he 
correlated knowledge with virtue, he similarly equated 
virtue with happiness. The truly wise man will know what 
is right, do what is good, and therefore be happy. 
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RELATION OF ETHICS AND AESTHETICS 

 Ethics is the study moral values and of good conduct, while 
aesthetics is the study of art and beauty. Both form separate 
independent branches of philosophy. Both are normative  
sciences. Normative sciences are those sciences which la  
down norms or standards. Ethics gives standards for moral 
conduct and aesthetics lays down norms for beauty and art. 

  Ethics tells us what should be good and moral conduct. 
Aesthetics  tells us what is ideal beauty-form lowermost  to 
the highest or sublime beauty. It does not mean that they lay 
down the rules and regulations for the artist. They give just 
guidelines just as ethics lays down guidelines for good 
conduct, but it cannot dictate the terms. 



RELATION OF ETHICS WITH PSYCHOLOGY 

 Ethics is directly related to psychology . 

 Psychology is an academic and applied 
discipline that involves the scientific study of 
mental functions and behaviours. Psychology 
has the immediate goal of understanding 
individuals and groups by both establishing 
general principles and researching specific 
cases and by many accounts it ultimately aims 
to benefit society. 



RELATION OF ETHICS WITH RELIGION 

 Ethics is also related with religion. 

 The word religion is sometimes used interchangeably with 
faith or belief system; however, in the words of Émile 
Durkheim, religion differs from private belief in that it is 
"something eminently social". A global 2012 poll reports that 
59% of the world's population is religious, 23% are not 
religious, and 13% are atheists.  

 Religion is a collection of belief systems, cultural systems, 
and worldviews that relate humanity to spirituality and, 
sometimes, to moral valuesThey tend to derive morality, 
ethics, religious laws or a preferred lifestyle from their ideas 
about the cosmos and human nature. According to some 
estimates, there are roughly 4,200 religions in the world. 

 

 

 



SCOPE OF ETHICS 

 The scope of ethics indicates its subject matter. Ethics as normative science deals with moral ideal or 
the good in order to enquire the nature of our conduct.  

 

 Ethics is concerned with the highest good or absolute good. It investigates the nature of its 
fundamental notions i.e. right, duty and good. 

 

 Moral judgments passed on our voluntary actions are also included within the scope of ethics. In 
discussing the moral judgment it has also to concern with the nature, object, faculty and standard of 
moral judgment.  

 

 The scope of ethics includes whatever has reference to free human acts, whether as principle or 
cause of action (law, conscience, virtue), or as effect or circumstance of action (merit, punishment, 
etc.) Ethics discusses the nature of human freedom.  

 

 Ethics has merely to do with the order which relates to man as man and which makes of him a good 
man.  

 

 Ethics is essentially related to all other branches of knowledge like sociology, political science, 
jurisprudence, law and legal study, psychology, anthropology, culture study, ecology and 
environmental study, economics, religion, aesthetics and other similar areas.  

 



CONCLUSION 

Ethics aims at defining terms like right and wrong, good and bad. Since the idea of value 
is the basic concept of ethics one of the important questions of ethical theory is “what 
makes things good or bad”, or, in other words, ‘what constitutes the goodness of good 
acts?’ That way one can very well say that ethics is both a science and an art, both 
scientific and philosophical in nature and it comprises many areas and branches 
including areas of pure ethics, applied ethics, meta ethics etc. 

 

The subjects which are closer in relation to  aesthetics, psychology and religion. They are 
relevant to the great principles which ought to guide human conduct. The scope of 
Ethics is thus as wide as it can be. In the history of human kind, answer to basic 
questions of our life and existence have been given by religion and there is a close 
relation between religion and morals.  

 

References: 

 B.A.IInd Year(Notes), USOL, P.U.Chandigarh, 2012-13 

 J.N.Sinha, A Manual of Ethics. 

 S.N.Gupta, Ethics. 

 


